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Text: 
Luke 17:11 And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of 
Samaria and Galilee. 12: And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that 
were lepers, which stood afar off: 13: And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us. 14: And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the 
priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 15: And one of them, when 
he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16: And fell down 
on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. 17: And Jesus answering said, 
Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 18: There are not found that returned to 
give glory to God, save this stranger. 19: And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath 
made thee whole. 

Introduction 
Last Thursday, we celebrated the National Day of Thanksgiving as a nation. However, 
Thanksgiving Day may be over but God’s call and command to be thankful isn’t. The Bible is 
filled with command to give thanks and to be thankful in everyday and every circumstance. God 
has given us so much and He has blessed us in so many ways but sad to say far too often we 
take His goodness for granted. 

How the story of the nine ungrateful lepers is common truth on our society? How it is so 
common truth even on our own hearts?  It is a good thing therefore by the providence of God 
that we would have a National Day of Thanksgiving to remind us and call us specially those of 
us who are believers to express our gratitude and our praise to God.

This world is filled with people who do not see the importance of giving thanks or being 
thankful. Some people instead of giving thanks always for all things, they complain for 
everything to everyone at all the times. They have a difficult time finding something for which 
to be thankful. 

A story was told about a potato farmer named John. John was well-known in his town as chronic 
grumbler who constantly complained about everything. Finally, it came a time when a friend of 
John found something that he was sure that he would rejoice about. He thought that  John’s 
potato harvest was the best from miles around. So when he next saw him he said to him with a 
big smile, “John, you must be really happy, everyone is saying how healthy your potatoes look 
this year.” His response, “True, they are pretty good but what am I going to do when I need bad 
ones to feed the pigs.”



There are people who are just plain complainer; they always find something to complain about in 
any and every situation at all times. 

One complainer said: 
“I feel a little bit better today but when I feel better I always feel worse because I know I will feel 
bad tomorrow.” 

People sometimes have a hard time putting things into perspective and realizing how much 
they have for which to be grateful. God has done so many wonderful things for us. My challenge 
today is for us to reject that spirit of complaining and ingratitude. Instead I want us 
to develop a heart of gratitude and thankfulness.  

Let us be reminded that there is blessing in thanksgiving. We saw that last Sunday, nine out of 
ten lepers were content with blessings from Jesus and made the choice - no, we will not give our 
gratitude. This is a sad picture of the many people in the church who receive the blessings of 
Jesus, but never return and give thanks to Him! But praise God one leper returned and gave 
thanks. While the other nine were content with the physical, the one leper who was a 
Samaritan understands the importance of worshiping and giving thanks to God. 

This morning I want us to look more closely at this one leper who returned to worship and gave 
thanks to Jesus. As we fixed our attention on his grateful response to Jesus may we seek to 
emulate him for he worshipped and gave thanks immediately, freely, humbly, and 
wholeheartedly. 

I – Immediately 
Luke 17:15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud 
voice glorified God, 16: And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a 
Samaritan. 
He worshiped and gave thanks immediately. As soon as he saw that he was healed, he came 
back to Jesus immediately. He wasted no time. He did not procrastinate. He did not put it off. If 
we put off gratitude we can frequently miss the opportunity. How many times we heard the 
expression, “I was going to write and say, 'Thank you,' but I never got round to it.”

This reminds me of story of man who was rebellious in his youth. He was filled with anger so he 
left the family at an early age. But then he came to his senses and realized what he had lost and 
what his rebellion had caused his family, he decided to write his dad … 

“So I wrote a letter filled with things I couldn’t say  
I want him to know I care before it was too late  

My mailman came daily but I chose to wait  
For he deserved to hear this words from me face to face  



But on a cold December morning kneeling by his grave  
Clutching this unopened letter wishing he could hear me say …” 

He didn't have the opportunity to say to his dad how he cared and how he appreciated him. 

Spurgeon wrote … 
“Second thoughts are best, they say; but this is not the case when the heart is full of love for 
Christ. Carry out your first thoughts; do not stop for the second, unless indeed your heart is so 
aflame with heavenly devotion that second ones consume the first. Go at once, and praise the 
Saviour. What grand plans some of you have formed of future service for God! What small 
results have followed! Ah, it is better to lay one brick today than to propose to build a palace 
next year! Magnify your Lord in the present for present salvation. Why should his mercies lie in 
quarantine? Why should your praises be like aloes, which take a century to flower? Why should 
praise be kept waiting at the door even for a night? The manna came fresh in the morning; so let 
your praises rise early. He praises twice who praises at once; but he who does not praise at 
once never praises.”

If God has been good to you, then thank Him and praise Him today! 

II – Freely 
Luke 17:15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud 
voice glorified God, 16: And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a 
Samaritan.  
Not only did he worshiped and gave thanks immediately he also worshiped and gave 
thanks freely. When this Samaritan leper saw that he was healed, he came back to Jesus, 
shouting, “Praise God!” He glorified God with a loud voice and was not concerned what 
others would think about him. He glorified God with a loud voice. He was not ashamed to 
praise Jesus! He was not ashamed to worship Jesus Christ and give Him thanks. O to be free 
from men; to be free from what others would think.

Proverbs 29:25 The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD 
shall be safe.
“He who, through fear of what man may do to him, think or say of him, does what he knows to 
be wrong, lets his moral cowardice lead him into sin, leaves duty undone, - such a man gets no 
real good from his weakness, outrages conscience, displeases God.” – Pulpit Commentary

Those who are self-conscious and others-conscious and ashamed to own Christ will not do 
much for Christ. 

Let us worship our Saviour, and not care what others would think!  
Psalm 59:2 I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it: and I will wait on thy name; for 
it is good before thy saints.



Psalm 54:6 I will freely sacrifice unto thee: I will praise thy name, O LORD; for it is good.

Psalm 147:1 Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant; 
and praise is comely.

C.H. Spurgeon said this in a sermon on, 'Where are the nine?': 
“Some of our converts are very wild, at times, and they grow extravagant. Don't blame them! 
Why not indulge them? It will not hurt you. We are, all of us, so very proper and orderly that we 
can afford to have an extravagant one among us now and then. Oh, that God would send more 
of that sort to wake the Church up that we, also, might all begin to praise God with heart and 
voice, with soul and substance, with might and main! Hallelujah My own heart feels the glow!”

III – Humbly 
Luke 17:15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud 
voice glorified God, 16: And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a 
Samaritan.  
Not only did he worshiped and gave thanks immediately and freely, he also worshiped and gave 
thanks humbly. The man fell down on his face at Jesus’ feet. He fell to the ground at Jesus' feet, 
thanking Him for what He had done. This is the best and the only place for those who receive 
mercy. 

The Samaritan acknowledged that he was unworthy and undeserving. He also acknowledged 
that Jesus Christ is the source of that mercy. If we are truly thankful for what Jesus has done 
for us we will be glad to acknowledge it was unmerited and undeserved. True 
thankfulness bows low before the Lord. He prostrates himself in deep humility, his heartfelt 
thankfulness turned into worship and praise and a transformed life. 

Also note that the Samaritan did not answer Jesus' question: ‘Where are the nine?’ He did not 
criticize them. The Samaritan was so focus on praising God and giving thanks to Jesus that he 
could not think of anything else.  

“…those who praise God most will criticize others least.” - C. H. Spurgeon

IV – Wholeheartedly 
Luke 17:15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud 
voice glorified God, 16: And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a 
Samaritan.  
Not only did he worshiped and gave thanks immediately, freely, and humbly, he also 
worshiped and gave thanks wholeheartedly. He glorified God with a loud voice. His praise was 
passionate. It was intense. It was loud. Actually the word ‘voice’ in the original is ‘phones’ and 
the word ‘loud’ was translated from the Greek word ‘megalēs’ which means great or large, great 
in the widest sense. Megales phones – megaphone. He glorified God with a megaphone.



This implies an intense wholehearted praise and not a casual halfhearted praise. We must give 
God a wholehearted praise not a halfhearted praise. I can understand a halfhearted praise for 
those who do not know the Lord and have not experience the grace of God. They are not saved, 
they have not experienced God’s forgiveness and salvation, so their praise and worship is 
halfhearted 

But if you were just healed from leprosy that separated you from your family, from society, 
from the house of God and if you were just healed from putrid wounds, swellings, infection, 
pain, and have restored fingers and toes, you cannot whisper out your praises. If you have just 
experience this life-changing healing you cannot help it but praise God with a megaphone.

Brothers and sisters, we too have been healed not from physical leprosy but from spiritual 
leprosy of sin and consequence. If you have, you know you cannot be silent and offer a dead 
lifeless praise. This man with a loud voice glorified God; and you, too, feel forced to cry …

Fain would I sound it out so loud 
That earth and heaven should hear. 

Closing Thoughts 
Have you come to Jesus and experienced His forgiving and saving grace? If not, let me 
encourage you to come to Jesus. Repent and believe the gospel. Come to Jesus and be saved! 
Come believing Him and His perfect sacrifice on the cross for you. Come as you are. Come 
acknowledging your helplessness and hopelessness without Him.  

Now, let me speak to those who by the grace of God have been healed from the leprosy of sin 
and its consequence. Do you remember the day Jesus had mercy on you? Do you remember 
how He saved you and cleansed you and forgave you and gave you new life? Have you ever 
returned to Him in praise and thanksgiving? Did you ever return and seek ways to serve 
Him? If you have not, let me tell you …

• It’s time to become a people of gratitude and thanksgiving! 
• It’s time to become a people of love, grace and forgiveness! 
• It’s time to become a people who sacrifice our time and talents in service to others! 
• It’s time to get involved in your local church, building the Kingdom of God. 

I also want to let you know that it’s better to show appreciation late than never.

Though Jesus was grieved with the other nine, I have no doubt that our Lord was pleased with 
this one who returnd to glorify God and gave Him thanks. As beleivers, whatever pleases 
Christ should be our greatest concern and desire in life. If praise and gratitude pleases Him, 
let us continually to strive to praise Him and glorify Him.



It is a sign of our growth in grace when we desire more and more to give Him the praise and 
not ourselves. 

George Herbert’s poem called “Gratefulness”

Thou who hast given so much to me, 
Give one thing more, a grateful heart. 

God has given us so much but let us pray that He may give us one thing more - grateful heart!

AMEN!


